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In This Workshop …

It was an application developer revolution when IBM first introduced 
WDSC.  However there was a slow adoption rate because of its poor client 
side performance.  

Through the years the product evolved and took a giant step forward when 
it was taken over by the Rational team.  Re-introduced as Rational 
Developer for i (Rdi)  it performed significantly better than WDSC.

As the product evolution continued with new functionality the case for not 
using it becomes weaker and weaker.   The name changed to keep pace 
with the platform itself, morphing into Rational Developer for Power 
Systems Software (RDP) and now once again RDi.  

The current offering easily outperforms and outmaneuvers the PDM and 
SEU green screen development environments.  Studies have shown time 
and time again significant gains in development and deployment time when 
using the graphical workbench.  NOW is the time for you to step up and 
code like you never have before. 

www.eclipse.org
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New Terms and Concepts (cont.) 

• Workspace

 Folder where your local settings are stored

 You can use multiple workspaces one at a time

 Recommendation – don’t use default setting, create your own

• Perspective

 Your current desktop each with its own toolbars

 RSE is a perspective within RDi

• LPEX

 Live Parser Extensible Editor

 A Rich UI that significantly outperforms SEU

 The default editor of RDi

RDi – What it is

• Your desktop or laptop is the LOCAL system

 The IBM i is the REMOTE system!

Your laptop or desktop

Remote IBM i
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RDi – What it is NOT

• RDi is NOT a 5250 EMULATOR

 Entering interactive commands such as WRKSPLF will result in 
an error window appearing

Firing up RDi



Copyright Central Park Data Systems Inc 5

This is where the workspace is selected at startup

“Out-of-the-box” RSE perspective

• Default settings shown

 Perspective is completely customizable
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Creating a new connection to the IBM i

• Connection names can be renamed if necessary

Connecting to your new connection is very simple

• Right click on Connect

• Same user authority applies while navigating in RDi
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Never underestimate the power of the right click

Multiple Connections to the IBM i

• Each connection is like an active session in IBM i Access

 Each with it’s own library list, job descriptions, filters, etc.  
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What happens if the connection drops?

• This is the NUMBER ONE asked question!

• RDi has remarkable restartability 

• Your environment is stored in your workspace

Connection Subsystems

• Automatically inserted into each connection you create

• Absolutely nothing to do with IBM i subsystems QCTL, QBATCH…
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Setting up your initial connection environment

• Initial library list, current library, initial command to run

 Initial command helpful for dynamic library lists

 Right click on connection name

A FILTER limits what objects appear in your current selection 

• You’ve been using filters in SEU all along
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demolib.qrpglefix is the name chosen for this filter 

• Click on any filter and its contents open

A production scenario of using a multi-string filter

• Having all related source members in one convenient spot 
eliminates the need for constant “F12-ing” and retyping 

• This filter shows RPGLE, CLLE, DSPF and a TXT member
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Show in Table is VERY versatile!

RDi is aware of each object table entry

Show in Table is VERY versatile!

Can add new objects to a library or manipulate the library itself



Copyright Central Park Data Systems Inc 12

RDi respects source member locking 

• The reverse situation is also true

 Source members are NOT locked when downloaded to work 
offline

Opening up source member ENCDECRYPT in LPEX 

• Can select “Open with LPEX” or just double click on member
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Alternate method of opening a source member 

• Don’t always need a filter to edit / browse a member

• Can also create a new connection on the fly

• Press CTRL-ALT-Q to display this window

Help is always available at your fingertips 

• All of the RPG manuals are loaded with RDi

• Help is also cursor sensitive – more on this later!
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Help is always available at your fingertips 

• All of the RPG manuals are loaded with RDi

• Help is also cursor sensitive – more on this later!

RDi (LPEX) shows extended information superior to SEU 
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To FIND a string in LPEX,  press CTRL-F

SEU example   FIND const

Popular Keyboard Shortcuts

• CTRL-Home = SEU TOP

• CTRL-End =  SEU BOTTOM

• CTRL-Z = Undo

• CTRL-Y = Redo

• CTRL-P = Print

• CTRL-A = Select All

• CTRL-Q and ALT-Q – Quick Mark

• F3 = Open Declaration
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Source code filtering helps you quickly locate what you need 

• Right click anywhere in the source code

When you select a block of code other options are available

• Select  the block of code, right click and select your function
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Other popular options available with selected blocks of code

• Upper to lower conversion and vice-versa

• Free-form code conversion 

Block nesting displays arrows at start and end of logic blocks 

• Position on start of block>Right click>Source>Show Block Nesting 
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Reformatting of nested code! 

• Position on start of block>Right click>Source>Format 

Source formatting

BEFORE

AFTER
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Block commenting

• Position on start of block>Right click>Source>Comment 

Cursor sensitive prompting and help features are available 

• Press F4 on any line to display the source code prompter
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Cursor sensitive prompting and help features are available 
(cont.) 

• Position the cursor in the spec press F1 for built-in help text

 This is the help text for the D-spec keywords section

Hyperlinking – A quick way to change a variable definition

Hover over any variable and LPEX displays the attributes

Press and hold CTRL and the field turns into a hyperlink

Click on the link and you are immediately brought to the definition
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Multiple active views of the same editable source member

• Edit different sections of the SAME open source member

 Source>Select New Editor – or – press CTRL-2

Dirty source code editors

• An asterisk next to the member name indicates unsaved changes

 Very useful when several members open at once

 If restored to original state or saved, no longer dirty editor
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Content Assist helps you fill in the blanks

• Ideal for built in functions (bifs)

 Type a portion of the bif and press CTRL-SPACE

 Also works with your own procedures

Content Assist is also aware of RPG statements

• Press CTRL-Space with or without statement starting letters
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Content Assist helps you complete calls to subprocedures

• Press CTRL-Space with or without statement starting letters

The Outline view displays all you need to know about a program 

• Updates in Real-Time

• Now includes ability to subset for even better navigation
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Source verification – Out of the park! 

• Source>Verify  – or – Shift-Ctrl-V

 Simulates the compiler but doesn’t create an object

 Can be used while offline

 Double click on an error and RDi goes right to the line

Source verification  - removing error messages

RDi will insert error messages directly into your source code. 

Pressing CTRL-F5 will remove them when you’re ready. 

BEFORE:

AFTER:
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RPG Procedure Wizard removes the complexity 

• Source>New>Procedure

 Creates the procedure interface as well as the prototype

D-Spec wizard – Never have to remember the keywords! 

• Source>New>D Specification

 Used for standalone fields, named constants, program-
described, externally-described, program-status and file-
information data structures


